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Vessel History

Built: 1921, Federal Shipbuilding Company - Kearny, New Jersey
Owner: Standard Oil Company, New Jersey

History: Originally lauched as Victolite to support the Imperial Oil Company of Ontario,
Canada. As built, the vessel was 499.2" long, 68.1° abeam, and had 30.5’ of depth. The ship
was powered by twin vertical reciprocating triple expansion steam engines and had a cargo
capacity of 119,414 barrels (5,015,388 gallons). Victolite was sold to the Standard Oil Co. in
1926 and renamed E.M. Clark after Edgar M. Clark (VP of Standard Oil). After the outbreak of
WWII, EXM. Clark was part of a critical network of tankers that supplied fuel to the war effort.
Clark alone delivered 4,812,472 barrels before it was sunk by the enemy.

Loss: On March 18, 1942, Clark was northbound off Cape Hatteras, carrying 118,725 barrels of
heating oil when it was spotted by German U-boat, U-7124. The first torpedo struck the port-
side amidships at 1:25 am, killing Thomas J. Larkin. Just minutes later, a second torpedo
slammed into the port side near the number 1 cargo tank sealing the ship’s fate. Captain
Hubert L. Hassell quickly gave the order to abandon ship and the crew watched from the
lifeboats as EM. Clark sank by the bow g Jas, Within 10 minutes. While Larkin was the
sole caualty, several other were severely - \\injured. The 40 survivors were recovered
that day by USS Dickerson and passing ! ’\\Venezuelan tanker Catatumbo.
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