Office of National Marine Sanctuaries

BATTLE OF H_A_MPTO N RO ADS _ D ay ]’ Mar C h 8, ] 8 6 2 National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

MONITOR NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY

{ 3:05 PM, the CSS Virginia drives its iron ram into
- the starboard bow of the USS Cumberland, creating
a gaping hole and sinking the warship.

Courtesy The Mariners' Museum
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The destruction left behind totaled 241 Union sailors killed and
more than 100 wounded. It was the worst U.S. Navy defeat until
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Pearl Harbor. In contrast, the crew of Virginia suffered only two
casualties and a dozen wounded. The Union vessels fought bravely;
however, their guns were unable to penetrate the Virginia’s armored
casemate. Virginia seemed unstoppable. That evening the USS
Monitor arrived in Hampton Roads and encountered a scene
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of carnage and despair for the Union Navy. Monitor took up

a protective position next to the grounded USS Minnesota.

oo Ol. Lawrence
- 1 ™ _ Assisted by USS Young American

The arrival of the USS Monitor buoyed Union hopes for

a battle that was certain to resume the next day. On
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USS Roanoke is refloated and USS Monitor enters Hampton Roads and is ordered ‘ _ ' ' | s CSS Virginia h
towed back to the protection to take up station near and protect USS Minnesota. |
of Fort Monroe.
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